2021 EMILIA-ROMAGNA GRAND PRIX – FRIDAY 16/04/2021
Pierre Gasly (AT02-05, Car 10)
First Practice Session
Best lap: 1:16.888, pos. 4th, 21 laps
Second Practice Session
Best lap: 1:15.629, pos. 3rd, 30 laps
“I think this has been one of our best Fridays as a team, P4 this morning and P3 this afternoon, and I was so close to the
top guys. I’ve felt good in the car since the first lap and I managed to push pretty hard, as well as drive the way I wanted, so
I think it’s been a successful day. We focused on short runs initially with the Softs, which looked strong pace wise and then
completed some high-fuel laps in preparation for the race on Sunday. We’ve continued to work hard to improve against our
main rivals in the midfield and I think, so far, we’ve shown that the pace is good. We’ll analyse the data that we’ve collected
again tonight and hopefully we can find a little bit more again in Qualifying tomorrow.”
Yuki Tsunoda (AT02-06, Car 22)
First Practice Session
Best lap: 1:19.781, pos. 20th, 11 laps
Second Practice Session
Best lap: 1:16.419, pos. 7th, 26 laps
“I didn’t manage to complete many laps during FP1, due to an issue, and only completed four push laps in total but the car
felt good whilst I was out. The team fixed the issue during the break and I was able to build-up my pace in FP2 as I continued
to push more – hopefully I’ll be able to improve again in tomorrow’s practice session ahead of Qualifying. I’ve completed a
lot of laps here pre-season, but I think I still managed to gain a lot from the sessions today. I particularly learnt about tyre
management around this circuit and have a lot of interesting data from the Softs that I can now go and analyse.”
Jonathan Eddolls (Chief Race Engineer):
“It’s great to be back here racing at the team’s home circuit, it’s such an amazing track – I know the drivers love it and we
certainly do too from an engineering side. FP1 was a slightly more difficult session than normal due to some of the systems
being down – which obviously was the same for everyone – but it shows how reliant we are on these, particularly the
timings, GPS and TV feed. It definitely made it more of a challenge for us engineers. During the morning session we
completed some aero testing on Yuki’s car, as we’ve brought some new components here this weekend and want to sign
these off ahead of the race. Unfortunately, we had a PU issue on Yuki’s car so only managed limited running in FP1, which
meant he wasn’t able to get up to speed quite so quickly. We made some changes to his car ahead of FP2 and everything
seems to be back to normal now, which is positive. Pierre completed a standard run plan in FP1; we mostly tried to
understand how to operate the tyres in these unusually cold temperatures – concentrating on how to maximise them
during the short runs and how to limit the graining during the longer runs. Overall, I think it’s looking positive so far this
weekend – the performance over the shorter runs is there and we’ve now got to work with the data tonight to ensure that
the pace is there for Qualifying tomorrow.”
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